
Illinois’ renewable portfolio standard (RPS) law passed in 2007 requires 25% of the state’s power 
to come from clean sources by 2025. The RPS has kept utility bills low for families and businesses, 
created new jobs, increased energy security and eliminated harmful pollution. Yet a glitch in state 
law has broken the RPS, halting clean energy development and leaving Illinois behind as the market 
grows. Two pending bills – SB 103 (Sen. Frerichs) and HB 2864 (Rep. Mautino) – would fix 
the RPS and continue policy support for clean energy, which 87% of Illinois voters support.

When the RPS Works, 
Illinois Benefits 
Between 2008 and 2012 Illinois ranked 
among the top five states in clean energy 
growth. Illinois’ renewable energy industry 
has created more than 20,000 Illinois jobs, 
$28.5 million annually in property tax 
revenues and $177 million in wholesale 
electricity cost savings, and eliminated 5 
million tons of air pollution.

The Broken RPS Has Halted 
Clean Energy Development
When the RPS law was written, most cus-
tomers purchased their energy through their 
utility. With most customers now buying 
power through competitive suppliers, the 
structure of the original law has broken down, 
halting development and stranding $53 
million meant for investment in 
renewable energy.

Legislators Can Fix the RPS At No Additional Cost
Legislation now pending in the General Assembly, SB 103 (Sen. Frerichs) and HB 2864 (Rep. Mautino) 
would fix the RPS and jumpstart billions of dollars of clean energy development. Fixing the RPS would:

• Preserve consumer protections and keep rate caps in place
• Give the Illinois Power Agency and businesses greater flexibility to meet their energy needs
• Create new jobs and economic development, including in rural and economically disadvan-

taged areas
• Increase our energy security and reduce air and water pollution that threatens our health and welfare
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